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2 compensation for his invention and that he needed more money to improve the engine further.
10
He therefore petitioned Parliament for a Private Act of Parliament to extend the term of his patent.
11
The extension of patents by way of Private Act was not unprecedented when Watt petitioned, but no enactment for this purpose had been passed over the previous twenty-five years. 12 Edmund Burke had been elected as the Member of Parliament for Bristol in 1774 13 a seat he lost at the following election in 1780.
14 He was not a government minister at the time although he was one of the most influential Whigs in Parliament. The scene is set for the birth of a myth.
The Myth
The myths surrounding the Fire Engine Act 1775 are old, yet they remain strong. In Boldrin 12 The immediately previous one being Meinzies' Patent Act 1750 (24 Geo 2, c 28). 13 He had previously been a Member for Wendover between 1765-1774. 14 He re-entered Parliament for Malton later in 1780. 15 (Cambridge 2008), p. 1.
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3
The eloquence of Burke is mentioned by others: James MacGregor Burns, 
Conway
31 speaking against it. 32 Indeed, notwithstanding Burke was appointed to the Bill Committee, the minutes of the Committee after it was re-committed -made on behalf of Watt -do not even minute Burkes's attendance.
33
Thus, while it is clear that Burke opposed Watt's Bill, there is nothing to suggest he was the "leader of its opposition"; rather it appears from his letter to Champion that General Conway held that role. Further, the context of the letters is important. In one he was writing to a significant constituent (Smith) and the other to his closest political ally in Bristol (Richard Champion) 34 . He had to look busy to Smith to keep him on side and to ensure that he was representing the views of the "Gentlemen in Bristol" (his electors). 35 His response is to be expected where he thinks he has done enough to amend the bill, but he is not yet sure and so he wanted to take further soundings. Similarly, the letter to Champion was after the event and could well have been written because Bristolian mine owners were still unhappy and he was defending his activity.
Finally, and more tellingly for the myth, there was no vote -at least no division -on Watt's Bill.
36
Accordingly, there was no "vote" to lose following Burke's eloquence.
Burke and patents
It has been shown that while Burke opposed Watt's patent, there is no evidence demonstrating his "leadership" of the opposition or even that he spoke in any of the debates. Accordingly, the At the outset, it is important to note that this is the same Richard Champion to whom the letter regarding Watt's Act was written. Burke would hardly be writing to argue against an Act on principle to a man who had just obtained his own very similar Private Act. Thus, the letter to
Champion was unlikely to be against monopolies more generally, rather questioning whether
Burke did enough to oppose it -a constituency problem as it were.
Indeed, Champion was probably the conduit for a constituent, rather than concerned on his own behalf. As already mentioned, he was one of Burke's closest political friends and was steward of the 'Bell Club' -the Bristolian Whig club which was the centre for Burke's supporters.
55
One might suggest that Burke's pro-patent stance was adopted only because he was supporting his close friend. Yet his views on copyright and his views expressed in relation to inventions in his Note clearly suggest this is not the case. Furthermore, a manuscript of notes for a speech He continued:
Nothing encourages industry, skill of invention as much as to secure every man the profits of the labour of his own hands & his own Mind
Returning to Watt's letter to his father, his complaint that the Bill faced stiff opposition seems to misunderstand the opposition that can be faced. Burke's who helped it through the Commons.
Conclusion
It is clear that Burke opposed Watt's Bill at some point -albeit not a vigorously as he supported
Champion's Bill. Why he opposed Watt's Bill remains unclear, 65 but his opposition was not on principle. The myth that the great free trader of the eighteenth century was against patents and copyright is clearly ill-founded. 66 It is clear that rather than seeing Burke as an early champion for the anti-intellectual property movement, as Boldrin and Levine and the others seem to do, quite the opposite was the case and that Burke was a supporter of patents and a champion of a very strong copyright.
Edmund Burke's Note on Champion Bill
The following is a semi-diplomatic transcription 67 Necessary to clear off the imputation of monopoly.
Monopoly is an odious Term; but one that is no part ap--plicable in that odious sense to privileges of this Nature \even if they were to continue not for some limited time but to the end of the world./ Monopoly in the odious sense is the turning that to private profit which before was common.
Now let us see whether this could be said before Mr Cookeworthy's discovery to be common to the world.
These materials as mere gross physical objects, had certainly an existence in nature; so has every material which <……. ..> can be used in any art.
But this combination of these materials to produce a given effect (as in the Case of China) was never disco:
vered: and never used in England before. The saying that they would turn all the Earthenware of England into good China is perhaps the best proof of the value of this discovery which ever was given.
But the turning it into China is in others word [s] , that if they are permitted to make his China -they will make itwhy did they not make it before? Why did they not them- Parliament. did not suffer itself to be laughed out of its senses.
Marquis of Worcester.
70 This line is part of the last line in the manuscript. 71 This sentence does not appear to fit with the phrases before or after and it appears to be inserted at the bottom of the page.
